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Nineteen-year experience of thyroid carcinoma in children

Naoki Shimizu, Katsunari Yane, Hideyuki Okamoto, Hiroshi Hosoi

Department of Otorhinolaryngology, Nara Medical University

During the past 19 years, 7 patients underwent operative intervention for thyroid carcinoma in
our institution. The average age was 11.6 years ranging from 8 to 16 years. Papillary carcinoma was
diagnosed in 6 cases and follicular carcinoma in one case. Cervical lymph node metastases were
found in all patients. Temporary tracheotomy was necessary in two patients after total thyroidec-
tomy. Lung metastases were observed in three patients and two of these underwent 1311 therapy. It
is reported that the prognosis of thyroid carcinoma is better for children compared with adults.
However, behavior of the carcinoma is sometimes highly aggressive, so that appropriate diagnosis,
the choice of surgical procedure and careful follow-up are important for each case.
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